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with this objection, ' Show us a fish of the Old Eed in Devon,
or a Devonshire shell in the Old Eed of Scotland.' Here,
then, in Russia I have solved the problem, for these shells
and these fishes (species for species) are here unquestion-
ably united in the very same flagstones."

A rapid journey homeward brought our traveller back in
time for the meeting of the British Association, which was
held in September in Glasgow. The results of the tour in
relation to the Devonian question had been so unexpectedly
remarkable that he was no doubt anxious to get back to the
Association Meeting, where he would have the opportunity
of announcing his important discovery. While on board the
steamer dropping down the Baltic, he wrote full of glee to
Sedgwick, giving an outline of the journey, and of some of
the more important geological details. " Our success," he re-
marked, "has been so great that I am of course in very good
humour, which I take the earliest opportunity of communi-
cating to you, hoping that the 'trinitarian' proof1 which the
examination of this vast region has afforded me of the truth,
of Devonianism will set you up for the winter, drive away
all acid and gout, and make you ' Adamus redivivus.'

""Well or ill, I am sure, however, you will rejoice in the
splendid and unanswerable confirmation of our views. . . .
Think of my audacity ! Here I am without a speech to open
the grand congress [at Glasgow], but what I have been
scribbling in the steamer. If this finds you in good health,
send me a bit of a sky-rocket of a finale, with allusions to
Arran, and their coal-fields and their mineral wealth, and
their Watt, and their forty-horse-powers, and you will much

1 He refers to the union in the same strata of the mineral characters
and fossils of the Old Eed Sandstone with the fossils of the Devonian
rocks.
